
 

STATE OF WASHINGTON 

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 
P.O. Box 42560  Olympia, Washington 98504-2560  (360) 902-1800 

 
PESTICIDE ADVISORY BOARD MEETING 

Minutes Summary 
January 19, 2010 

Olympia, WA 
 
 
Members Present: 
Bob Arrington, representing the Department of Agriculture 
Mark Burnett, representing the food processing industry 
Wayne Clifford, representing the Department of Health 
Brian Dick, representing the Department of Ecology 
Pam Edwards, representing the Department of Labor & Industries 
Steve George, representing producers of crops or products on which pesticides are applied 
   (position 1) 
David Heimer, representing the Department of Fish and Wildlife 
Jim Ossman, representing licensed applicators - ground apparatus 
Stephen Passmore, representing licensed applicators – aerial applicator 
Allen Smith, representing licensed pest control consultants 
John Stark, representing toxicologists in public service 
Larry Treleven, representing licensed applicators – structural pest control 
Dennis Tufts, representing producers of aquacultural products 
Edward Walter, representing licensed applicators - urban landscape 
Roger Wesselman, representing producers of crops or products on which pesticides are 
   applied (position 2) 
 
Members Not Present: 
Trudy Bialic, representing the environmental community (position 2) 
Catherine Daniels, representing Washington State University 
Barry Duerk, representing the agricultural chemical Industry 
Kathryn Olson, representing health care practitioners in private practice 
Jose Ramirez, representing agricultural labor 
Patrick Ryan, representing the Department of Natural Resources 
Tim Smith, representing entomologists in public service 
Monte Spence, representing pesticide dealer/managers 
 
Interested Parties: 
Catherine Bowman, Department of Agriculture 
Steve Cant, Department of Labor & Industries 
Jim Cowles, Department of Agriculture 
John Daly, Department of Agriculture 
Jon DeVaney, Yakima Valley Growers & Shippers 
Bob Gore, Department of Agriculture 
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Joe Hoffman, Department of Agriculture 
Joel Kangiser, Department of Agriculture 
Rennie Kubik, Amvak Chemical Corporation 
Art Losey, WA State Pest Management Association 
Laurie Mauerman, Department of Agriculture 
Ted Maxwell, Department of Agriculture 
Dan Suomi, Department of Agriculture 
Kammeron Todd, Washington Friends of Farms and Forests 
Margaret Tucker, Department of Agriculture 
Mary Tufts 
Jeff Weier, Sprague Pest Control 
Cliff Weed, Department of Agriculture 
Ann Wick, Department of Agriculture 
 
Introduction – Chairman Larry Treleven: 
Chairman Treleven called the meeting to order at 10:10 am.  The group introduced themselves. 
 
Agency Updates – Brian Dick, Department of Ecology (DOE): 
 
Grandview Illegal Dump Site: 
At the last Pesticide Advisory Board meeting in April of 2009 Brian gave a presentation on an 
illegal dump site in Grandview.  DOE received an allegation of illegal disposal of pesticides in 
March of 2009.  A team consisting of the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), the 
Washington State Department of Agriculture (WSDA) and the Department of Ecology 
investigated the allegation.  At the time the team entered the property they found one open 
disposal pit, approximately 15’ x 20’ with a depth of approximately 8’.  Groundwater was noted 
in the pit at approximately 6 to 8’. 
 
The complainant alleged there were a number of other pits on the property.  Other pits were 
found.  The contents included electronic and automotive waste, aerosol cans, batteries 
punctured either intentionally or on compaction, oil containers, pesticide containers and drums 
containing liquid, flammables, corrosives, heavy metals, volatile organic compounds (VOC), and 
even a Harley Davidson golf cart.  It appeared that oil was leaking from the pit walls. 
 
Currently, EPA has taken the lead for cleanup.  Preliminary sampling indicates groundwater has 
not been contaminated.  After the excavated waste is removed from the site, the cleanup lead 
will be transferred to the Ecology Toxics Cleanup Program for further investigation, cleanup and 
monitoring, as Ecology has more cleanup authority than EPA does.  Further investigation will 
include other possible sites on the same property.  The team is still working on the full strategy 
of what happens next. 
 
Media reports on the site have raised awareness of farm generated hazardous waste. 
 
DOE is not targeting family farm dump sites, in fact they are helping with cleanup of these sites.  
Brian noted the Grandview site is not representative of the agricultural community.  The 
Grandview site contained recent as well as older waste, and at the time the wastes were buried 
illegally they could have been disposed of or recycled legally within a few miles of the site. 
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Agency Updates – Dave Heimer, Department of Fish & Wildlife (F&W): 
Dave mentioned that residents of Grays Harbor have been sending letters to agencies calling 
for an end to all aquatic pesticide applications until all pesticides currently registered are 
reviewed. 
 
Agency Updates – Wayne Clifford, Department of Health (DOH): 
Wayne noted the Pesticide Incident Reporting and Tracking (PIRT) Panel consists of multiple 
state agencies - Ecology, Health, Agriculture, Natural Resources, Fish & Wildlife and Labor & 
Industries; the Washington Poison Center, Washington State University, the University of 
Washington, and Governor-appointed positions - toxicologist and member of the general public.  
For the second time the PIRT Panel, as well as the Pesticide Advisory Board, is up for possible 
elimination through legislation.  Wayne mentioned there are currently vacancies in the 
Governor-appointed positions; however, the Governor will probably not make these 
appointments until a decision on elimination of the panel has been made.  A letter has been 
sent to the Governor requesting an extension to the general public appointment; however the 
panel has not yet received a response.  Because of vacancies the panel has had difficulty 
achieving a quorum. 
 
The 2008 PIRT report is coming together well.  All the agency drafts are in.  Health is currently 
putting the report together and developing the executive summary.  The Washington Poison 
Center is not able to contribute for 2008 due to a budget hit. 
 
DOH has also experienced budget turmoil.  Last biennium the Pest Program was reduced by 
approximately one-half.  Staff was reduced by five positions.  Lynden Baum, a former DOH staff 
member, has been helping out.  Barb Morrissey has moved to another section.  As part of 
reorganization the Pest Program has merged with Zoonotic Disease Surveillance.  Wayne is 
split between each of those programs. 
 
Agency Updates – Pam Edwards, Labor & Industries (L&I): 
Last year L&I was approached by industry requesting respirator change out schedule training.  
Sessions in both Spanish and English will be offered on March 3 at the Ag Safety Day 
Conference in Yakima.  For more information see the Governor’s Industrial Safety and Health 
Conference website, http://www.wagovconf.org/agsafetyday.htm. 
 
Bed Bug Update – Jeff Weier, Sprague Pest Control: 
 
Scope of the Problem 
Although we don’t know why, bed bugs disappeared 30 to 35 years ago.  We first began to see 
them again on the east coast.  They were first seen on the west coast in the late 1990s in 
expensive hotels in Seattle.  The occurrence of bed bugs has grown significantly in the last five 
years all over the state of Washington and surrounding states.  They can be found anywhere 
from the smallest cracks and crevices in homes and hotels to public areas such as theaters, 
office buildings and hospitals.  They are easily transported on clothes and luggage.  The public 
is beginning to have a heightened awareness of this problem.  Bed bugs are damaging to hotels 
financially and to their reputations, and cause emotional/psychological stress and  
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sleeplessness to many individuals.  They are not known to be a human disease vector.  
Normally they are not a threat to humans, however in some cases they can cause anemia from 
blood loss, or sensitivity/inflammation to sensitive individuals.  Secondary infection such as staff 
can occur.  They are found world-wide. 
 
Biology 
Bed bugs: 

 Reproduce rapidly (every 4 to 6 weeks) 

 Move quickly, although they do not fly or hop 

 Can be dormant for up to a year 

 Are green to reddish brown, 1/16 to 3/16 of an inch, and are flat and oval 

 Are ectoparasites 

 Stay hidden during the day 

 Are most active from 2 am to 3 am 

 Require blood, and molt after they feed 

 Feed for 3 to 15 minutes 

 Prefer humans hosts 

 Are temperature sensitive, more active at warmer temperatures 

 Lay 1 to 5 eggs per day, 200 to 500 in their lifespan 

 Eggs hatch in 6 to 10 days 
 
Dispersal 
Populations start out with a 1 to 1 sex ratio; because of traumatic insemination (males puncture 
the female abdominal wall which causes damage) females disperse and form all female groups.  
Males eventually seek out females, which leads again to female dispersal. 
 
Control Considerations 

 Education – how to recognize signs of bed bugs 

 Physical controls such as vacuuming and steaming 

 Chemical controls such as dusting with inorganic dusts and diatomaceous earth, and 
insect growth regulators 

 Mattress encapsulation 

 Heat treatments 
o The only process that immediately eliminates all stages of bed bug life 
o Rooms can be occupied immediately after treatment 

 Canine detection – more accurate and faster than humans 
 
It takes time to treat bed bugs thoroughly. 
 
Prevention 

 Use of wooden furniture without upholstery 

 Use of simple metal bed frames 

 Mattress encapsulation 

 Discourage trading furniture 

 Isolate luggage 
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April 22, 2009 Meeting Minutes Approved: 
A motion was made and seconded to approve the minutes from the April 22, 2009 Pesticide 
Advisory Board meeting.  As a quorum (50% or more of voting members) was present (10 of 18 
voting members) Chairman Treleven called for a vote.  All ten were in favor of approving the 
minutes, none opposed. 
 
Posting Meeting Minutes to Internet: 
Bob Arrington reminded the group that Pesticide Advisory Board (PAB) Meeting minutes may 
not be approved through email correspondence; they must be approved during public meetings. 
 
Bob asked the group to approve posting PAB minutes to the WSDA Internet website.  A motion 
was made and seconded to post approved minutes to the website.  As a quorum (50% or more 
of voting members) was present (10 of 18 voting members) Chairman Treleven called for a 
vote.  All ten were in favor of posting board minutes to the website. 
 
Program Updates - Bob Arrington for Cliff Weed, Compliance: 
 
Soil Fumigants 
Bob reported EPA has been very slow in finalizing changes to soil fumigant labels, answering a 
number of questions posed by states and developing meaningful outreach and training 
materials.  All of this is necessary so that state lead agencies can properly inform and train both 
the user community and enforcement staff.  Some changes are slated t become effective in 
2010, while others (including buffer requirements) are set for 2011.  This leaves no time to put 
together training especially since EPA has yet to release final labels.  On January 7, 2010, 
Washington met with 14 other states via conference call and learned that all participating states 
had similar concerns.  Florida has written two letters to EPA questioning preparedness for the 
changes.  The first, written in October, specifically requested a delay in the 2010 changes.  The 
second detailed the substantial cost states face in implementing the changes and inquired what 
other enforcement activities EPA wanted states to forego since additional funding is not 
expected.  Washington and four other states plan to write Steve Owens of EPA’s Office of 
Prevention, Pesticides and Toxic Substances regarding their concerns.  Washington’s letter will 
suggest delaying all changes until 2011 so that WSDA has enough time to prepare.  Registrants 
are also concerned as they will have to change their labels.  Agriculture staff has done a good 
job of explaining the situation to industry. 
 
Nozzles 
Bob explained that Cliff and the Nozzle Committee almost had draft rule language completed 
when EPA approved new 2,4-D allowances.  Cliff will need to pull together another meeting of 
the committee to revise the language. 
 
Compliance Database 
The Compliance Program is working on an updated database which will include Feed and 
Fertilizer compliance.  The current database is old, outdated and could crash.  Cliff and staff 
went through the required process to select a vendor.  Kelly Registration Services was selected.  
The contract is currently being written.  For $140,000 Kelly will build the database and provide 
five years of maintenance. 
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Program Updates – Margaret Tucker, Certification and Training (C&T): 
 
Database Revision Project Update 
 
Completed Revisions 
Margaret provided an update to the database revision project that the Licensing Program has 
been working on for the past three years.  While the initial changes implemented core functions, 
those completed in the past year are automating processes previously done by hand.  The first 
of these is a process for insurance notification and suspension.  Commercial Applicator and 
Structural Pest Inspectors are notified 30 days in advance of expiring insurance.  If new proof of 
insurance is not received licenses are automatically suspended.  The second new process 
notifies recertification sponsors via email if they have not returned course rosters. 
 
Revisions in Progress 
Programmers are currently working on adding an on-line renewal capability.  Margaret hopes by 
this time next year the program will be able to accept electronic checks for renewal.  We will not 
be able to accept credit card payments because the administrative fee of about 3% is 
prohibitively expensive. 
 
We also hope to provide on-line course sponsorship by this time next year. 
 
Outreach 
Collection of email addresses is allowing the program to do both electronic and mailed versions 
of outreach information.  Last summer the program developed a 12-Step Personal Protective 
Equipment Removal and Decontamination Process advisory that was not only posted on the 
web in both English and Spanish but sent via email link to thousands of Private Applicators and 
other contacts.  The program also sent notification of its annual recertification newsletter via 
email to recertification sponsors and shares records with the Washington State University 
Pesticide Education Program so they can quickly notify licensees of upcoming recertification 
shortcourses. 
 
Renewals 
The new database has helped speed up the renewal process.  Licensing staff are currently 
working on renewals submitted at the end of December.  Allowing licensees to see credit 
reports on-line has improved the process and reduced mailing and printing costs. 
 
Board members agreed this has been the best and fastest year for renewals yet. 
 
Farmworker Education Program (FEP) 
The FEP has finalized, mailed and posted their 2010 course calendar.  It can be found on the 
web at http://agr.wa.gov/PestFert/LicensingEd/FarmworkerEducation.aspx.  As Margaret has 
reported in the past, the program is at maximum capacity and must turn away requests for 
training.  We just don’t have the staff to do more. 
 
The program is also working collaboratively with L&I, DOH, and the Pacific Northwest 
Agricultural Safety and Health Center (PNASH) on an information gathering project, hoping to 
gain a better understanding of behaviors that lead to pesticide exposures.  The information will  
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be used to establish effective intervention strategies and to make revisions to our training 
curriculum.  The information gathering phase of the project is two-pronged.  Results of WSDA 
and L&I’s compliance findings, L&I’s cholinesterase workplace evaluations and DOH’s findings 
from a five-year study, Contributing Factors on Pesticide Related Illness, will be coupled with 
information gathered during brainstorming sessions with farm supervisors, managers and 
pesticide handlers that are being conducted at three Spanish-language recertification courses. 
 
Program Updates – Ted Maxwell, Registration Services: 
Ted discussed a grain crop, Teff, being grown in small amounts in Washington used for forage, 
hay and in the health food market as it contains little gluten.  It is a major source of food in 
Ethiopia, and used in other parts of the world in livestock feed.  Currently the only pesticide that 
can be used on Teff in the U.S. is glyphosate and only on Teff grown for grain.  Currently Teff is 
considered a “Miscellaneous Commodity” by EPA.  The Interregional Research Project No. 4 
(IR-4), a program that ensures pesticides are registered for use on minor crops, is pursuing a 
tolerance for 2,4-D and dicamba on Teff.  Teff has also been proposed for crop group 15-Cereal 
Grains.  Crop Group 15 is scheduled to be included in a 2011 crop group submission to EPA.  
Idaho and Oregon have started the Section 18 Emergency Exemption process.  According to 
EPA regulations, however, Section 18 requests may not be submitted for new crops, and EPA 
considered Teff a new crop. 
 
Biological Opinions – Jim Cowles, Registration Services: 
In 2002 the Washington Toxics Coalition and others sued EPA for not meeting the requirement 
to consult with the National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) on actions that may threaten or 
impact endangered species. 
 
In the last six months EPA issued two biological opinions and mitigations measures.  September 
9, 2009 EPA issued a letter detailing those mitigation measures.  There were six items as 
follow: 
 

 Buffers for protecting water resources.  The buffers apply to any surface water that 
connects with a salmon bearing stream or waterway.  There is no exemption for man-
made waterways.  The waterway doesn’t even have to have water in it.  If it can convey 
water the buffers apply. 

 Variable width – There are no applications allowed within 100 feet of a waterway. 

 A maximum buffer of 1000 feet is allowed for aerial applications.  Jim doesn’t see how 
aerial applications can work with those buffer requirements.  He thinks aerial 
applications will probably cease to exist. 

 Applications are not allowed at wind speeds of more than ten miles per hour. 

 Soil moisture content and 48-hour storm restrictions.  If the National Weather Service 
predicts a storm event it could possibly produce run off.  The weather service, however, 
does not predict run off events. 

 The burden is on Registrants to collect data and report it to EPA, and to create 
monitoring programs. 

 
Jim feels we are getting closer to having County Bulletins for Washington State.  EPA has 
asked registrants to voluntarily comply if a pesticide has been determined to cause adverse 
affects to salmon.  To obtain information from the bulletin you would have to go to the Internet. 
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WSDA has been monitoring surface water since 2003.  In those seven years we have only 
exceeded a no jeopardy concentration once time for malathion. 
 
Since the original assessments were submitted by EPA to the National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), no updates have been made.  We are dealing with eight-
year-old data. 
 
Policy Updates – John Daly, Washington State Department of Agriculture: 
John reported on WSDA’s two agency request bills: 

 Milk Assessment – Extends the Milk Assessment fee currently set to expire on June 30, 
2010 to June 30, 2015. 

 Organic Certification and Material Registration – Provides clear authority to continue the 
voluntary, fee-supported Materials Registration and Transitional Certification Programs 
with the WSDA Organic Program. 

 
Both have broad support of the regulated industry. 
 
WSDA is monitoring 75 bills for impacts to agriculture.  At first glance some look innocuous; 
however, some could have serious consequences.  An example is Senate Bill 6503 which would 
close state offices down one day per month to save General Fund dollars.  Problems with this 
bill for WSDA include: 

 WSDA is primarily funded through user fees, we receive very little General Fund. 

 Commerce issues.  We have customers waiting for us, such as ships that can’t move 
without inspections, certificates, etc. 

 
Another bill discussed briefly was Senate Bill 6289, an Act Relating to protecting lake water 
quality by reducing phosphorus from lawn fertilizers….  Agricultural use and golf courses are 
exempted. 
 
Possible Pesticide Advisory Board (PAB) Elimination – Bob Gore, Deputy Director, 
Washington State Department of Agriculture: 
House Bill 2617, Governor’s request legislation, contemplates elimination of 72 boards and 
commissions over and above those eliminated last session.  Five of these boards are 
administered by Agriculture: 
 

 The Fairs Commission 

 Livestock Identification Advisory Board 

 Pesticide Incident Reporting and Tracking Panel (PIRT) 

 The Pesticide Advisory Board 

 The State Noxious Weed Board 
 
If these boards are eliminated, WSDA’s strategic and business planning will not change.  
Stakeholder input will remain an absolute requirement.  Even if the PAB is eliminated we will still 
want to have an advisory committee.  We currently have more boards that are not mandated 
than those that are. 
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Other Business/Public Comment: 
Steve George reported that an all-time high of slightly over 600,000 pounds of empty plastic 
pesticide containers were collected and processed for recycling by Northwest Ag Plastics, Inc. 
(NWAP) in Washington State in 2009.  NWAP is contracted by the Agricultural Container 
Recycling Council (ACRC) to perform this work, and ACRC is funded by many of the pesticide 
registrants.  These companies have indicated they will continue to contribute funding for the 
program through 2010. 
 
Next Meeting: 
The meeting schedule for 2010 is as follows: 

 April 21 in Yakima 

 September 15 in Olympia 
 
Adjourn: 
Chairman Treleven adjourned the meeting at 2:17 pm. 


